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Year Group: Year 2 Summer Subject: History 

Unit: Seasides past and present Prerequisite 

Learning and 

Curriculum Links 

EYFS ELG Past and Present Talk about the lives of the people 

around them and their roles in society; know some similarities and 

differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read in class; understand the past 

through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in 

class and storytelling. 

Year 1 Life in the past, Castles 

ROCKS (Remembering Our Curriculum Knowledge and Skills)  

Seaside holidays were different in the past when we consider transport, clothing, activities and buildings. 

In the Victorian times (100 to 150 years ago) people visiting the seaside would wear their usual day clothes for walking on the beach.  

Victorians used bathing machines (show pictures) to get changed in. They would then be led by horse into the water where they could lower themselves into the 

sea without being seen. 

 Grace Darling was born on 24th November 1815 in Bamburgh, Northumberland.   On 6th September 1838 a massive storm wrecked the SS Forfarshire about 3/4 

of a mile from the Longstone Lighthouse. Early on 7th September, Grace’s father, William, assessed the situation and decided that he needed to try and rescue 

any survivors. His sons weren’t at the lighthouse, so he took Grace with him in their rowing boat. William climbed the rocks to reach the sailors, and Grace stayed 

in control of the boat. The storm raged on, but Grace fought hard to keep the boat away from the rocks while her father rescued the survivors.  Grace received 

money and recognition from Queen Victoria. She is a significant individual in British history. 

Progressive Journey: Skills: 

 To understand the terms ‘past’ and ‘present’ 

 To compare the seaside now with the past 

 To understand how clothing has changed over time and the reasons for 

this 

 To study the lives of significant individuals in the past- Grace Darling. 

Identify differences between ways of life at different times. 

Discuss reliability of photos/ accounts/stories 

Communicate their knowledge through: discussion, drawing pictures, 

drama/role play, making models, writing, using ICT. 

Key Vocabulary 

Seaside, beach, past, present, compare, modern, old, Punch and Judy, Victorian, clothing, timeline, bathing machines, attitudes, change, bathing, swimwear, Grace 

Darling, significant individual, lighthouse, rescue, bravery. 

 


