Year 3: Knowledge Organiser - History of British Waterways - the Canals
	Assessment of Knowledge: 
	

	What is a canal? Why they were built?
	

	Who built the canals?
	

	To how canal boats were built and what materials were used.
	

	Changes over time in waterways
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Description automatically generated]Canals were built to connect the United Kingdom. As a transportation system, the waterways allowed goods to be transported with ease. Before there were cars trains and planes, the most efficient way of transporting goods was via the waterways. There were horse-drawn carts, but boats were quicker and could carry more.
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Horses pulled canal boats along the tow path
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Navvies built canals. Some were
local men and others were workers
who travelled to different areas.
‘The word ‘navwy’ comes from ‘navigator'.
‘They were the unskilled labourers employed
to do manual work.
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Building boats

Boats were originally made from
Wwood, then iron and now steel,
and built in docks or yards next to
the waterways.

Materials used in boat bulding

Wood - used to buld the main fame of
maost boats, although later boats were
made of a wider variety mterils. The
wood had t bea hrd wood,suchas ak.
ron  iron sctons were used tostrengthen
the boatand for parts made fo the rudder
and towing. ron was also usedfor nils
‘and fixings. Sections were made by local
blacksmiths.

Oakum - made from ol s of rope and
used with tar to plug up gaps between the
wooden planks t ensure the boat

s waterproof.

Rope - an essenil part o bating Beore
engine, boats wer pulled by hoses
attached to the boats by rope. Rope was.
also needed to moor boats to the side of
the waterway and for fenders (which stop
the boats getting damaged i they bunp
o anything). Rope makersbegan o work
near boat bulding ards.
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Canals started to be built in Britain in the mid
1700s.

Lots of people were involved in deciding if a
canal was going to be built: landowners,
business owners, local people and the
government.
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James Brindley (1716 1772)
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James Brindley was a famous canal engineer. In
total throughout his life Brindley built 365 miles
of canals and many watermills. He was the chief
engineer for the Birmingham Canal Network.





